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The Black Death 
1. What explanations do these documents offer for the onset of the plague? What do they suggest about the extent of European's understanding of the disease and how it spread?
The plague is described to have emerged from other places to the European countries. From the sudden death caused by the plague, most countries believed the plague spread through human interaction. Others like Christians believed the plague was a part of God's punishment to humans for their sins. 
2. What strategies did the city of Pistoia adopt to prevent the spread of the infection? How did those strategies differ from those described by Herman Gigas and Heinrich?
Individuals living in Pistoia were prevented from leaving the city to other places like Pisa and Lucca. Citizens from other cities were also not allowed to Pistoia or a penalty of 500 pence would apply. Herman Gigas and Heinrich however describe the situation as a crime perpetrated by Jews who put poison in various wells and springs. Thousands of them were prosecuted and executed for the crime. 
3. What do the accounts by Mussis and the Bull of Pope Clement VI have in common? How did different groups of people react to the plague? 
Both Mussis and the Bull of Pope Clement VI believe that the plague was caused by the will of God. Mussis explains the disease as a punishment to Tartars for oppressing Christians while the latter explains the plague as a punishment to humans for their sins. While others believe it was a disease from God, others believe it was a crime committed by a group of people putting poison in water sources. 
Crisis and change 
1. How does Thomas Walsingham's class and position affect his recording of events? How does he describe the different classes of society?
Thomas dwells in the class of the peasants in the society. The society includes both the noble rich and the peasants. Although he takes a neutral position in the writing, his association with the peasants allows him to witness most of the actions they carry out, including the rebellion. 
2. What does the account suggest about economic and political conditions in late fourteenth-century England?
In the late 14th century England experienced an economic crisis with a drop in economic performance. In the writing, people participate in a rebellion due to the drop in income which resulted from the Black Death. 
3. How did the rebels choose their targets, both human and material? What were they seeking? Against what were they protesting?
The protestors talked to the simple common to join the protests which would help them acquire liberty and seize their traitors like the duke. The destroyed major properties by the rich including the destruction of the Temple Bar where noble apprentices of the law lived. 
4. What was the rebel's attitude towards religious authority? What might explain their actions in this regard?
The rebels expressed hatred towards religious authority and the archbishop with severe torture subjected to them by the religious authority. The rebels considered the Pope and other religious as false men in the society which is considered as treason. 
Satirizing the church
1. What methods does the pardoner use to convince people to buy his indulgences? Why might these methods have been effective?
The pardoner uses his teachings to deceive the people into buying his indulgences. He tells the people that his teachings explain the will of God and no man should get into his way in doing Christ's work. His charismatic appeal allows attracts more people to buy what he is selling. 
2. From the pardoner's account, what do you learn about saint's relics? 
Most saint relics seem to satirize the deeds of the church. The pardoner's account criticizes many factors that make the church look weak and gives his own view on how the church should be. This expresses a character of hypocrisy in him too. 
3. Although the tale is satiric, it is filled with examples of abuses in the church of Chaucer's day. What examples are described?
The tale explains a preacher who offers words of promise to the people in exchange for what they have. In this way, the individual uses the efforts of others to his benefit through the words he preaches in God's name. 

Preaching reform 
1. What aspects of the contemporary church did Hus criticize and why? What do his criticisms reveal about his vision for the church and its pastors? In what ways did he himself seek to live out of this vision?
Hus criticized various issues regarding the contemporary church including immorality in the priesthood, the lack of vernacular preaching and reading of the Bible as well as the use of both bread and wine in communion.  He considers the priests and church to be full of hypocrisy with people pretending to be Christ's disciples while indeed they are his foes. His way of living outside this vision is by understanding the laws of the prophets to do what's expected of Christians. 
2. What specific actions did Hus's detractors take against him and his supporters? Why do you think the archbishop of Prague and other church officials may have found his teachings threatening? 
Hus writes to his supporters in Praque who had been exiled. He himself is summoned before various members of the church authority to explain his teachings where he is charged and set for execution. The church authority believed that his teachings criticized the way the church leads to Christianity. Gaining followers meant he would demean the role of the church in the community. 
3. What advice did Hus give to his supporters in Prague while imprisoned in Constance? What does the letter suggest about the basis of his support? Do you this may help to explain why many people in Bohemia reacted angrily to his execution?
 Hus wrote to his supporters in Prague advising them to stand firm in faith and truth. He advised them not to be shaken fro as Christ himself was persecuted, even they should also be ready to stand for their faith as no servant is greater than their master. His execution is highly protested against as he seems to have died for the right cause. 
